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SACRED HEART STATUE 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 
wz Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 


Sacred Heart Pictures 


Suitable for the Enthronement 





Sacred Heart, by von Oer, depicting nobility and tenderness. Sepia. 
Full figure, 16 x 25 in., 40¢; Bust, 14 x 18 in., 30¢; 11x 14 in., 17¢ 


Sacred Heart Reigning —- with sceptre and globe. Sepia. With 
Act of Consecration, 8 x 12 in., 10¢ 


' Lover of Mankind — Sepia. 7 x 10 in., 10¢; 17 x 24 in., 50¢ 
With Act of Consecration, 8 x 12 in., 10¢; 9 x 14 in., 15¢ 


Sacred Heart Pleading — very touching picture. Sepia. With 
Act of Consecration, 8 x 12 in., 10¢ 


Sacred Heart: Pleading or Reigning or Lover of Mankind — With 
Act of Consecration and place for names, 12 x 16 in., 10¢ 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Church Fabrics 


Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 


All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
Immediate deliveries 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 


“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine Father. 

Subscripuon Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917,:authorized July 17, 191§. :., / 























Premiums for the Month of the Sacred Heart 
For new and renewal Subscriptions 


ONE Subscription 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lover of Mankind — A beautiful representation 
of our Divine Savior, in sepia print. With Act of Consecration, 
8 x 12 inches; OR, with Act of Consecration and place for names, 
12 x 16 inches. OR: 

Assorted Prayer Book Size Pictures of the Sacred Heart — In sepia; 
prayer on reverse. OR: 

“True Veneration of the Sacred H ’* — A booklet treating of the 
love of the Heart of Jesus in His various mysteries, and our means 
of making a return of love. 

TWO Subscriptions 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus — Bust picture of the Sacred Heart, with 
hand raised in blessing. Sepia print, 11 x 14 inches. OR: 

Chaplet of the Infant Jesus of Prague — White Job’s tear beads, with 
explanatory leaflet. OR: 

Beautiful Likeness of Pope Pius XII — Lithographed in contrasting 
colors and mounted on a red backing. 10 x 13 inches. OR: 

The Treasures of the Mass — An excellent explanation of the prayers, 
ceremonies and mysteries of the Mass. 

Sacred Heart Library — A set of séyen instructive and deyotional book- 
lets on the Sacred Heart. See titlés listé@ on inside back cover. 
OR: 

Sacred Heart of Jesus — % length picture of the Sacred Heart by von 
Oer; sepia. 16 x 25 inches. 


SIX Subscriptions 
Holy Ghost Prayer Book — Black cloth binding, red edges. 400 pages 
of instructions, prayers and devotions to the Holy Spirit. OR: 


“I Pray the Mass’”’ — Sunday Missal, with prayers for ordinary occas- 
sions, imitation leather. 





NOTE: Those who avail themselves of the reduced rate of 3 years for 
$2.00 are entitled to only ome premium selected from those 
offered for ONE subscription. Please state choice of premium. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 

















Jesus Pleads for a Return of Love 
Appearing to St. Margaret Mary, Jesus revealed to her the 


ineffable marvels of His boundless love for mankind, and then 
complained of their ingratitude, saying: “This I feel more keenly 
than all I endured in My Passion. If they would answer love 
for love, I should look upon all I have done for them as little. . . 
But they meet My eagerness to do them good only with cold- 
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ness and rebuffs... You, at least, give Me the consolation of 
supplying their ingratitude as far as you are able...” 
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Fabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 


Vol 41 June, 1945 No. 2 


a of ihe Family ‘Finsasiee 
“bide 


APPY the Christian whose first thought when awakening 
is Jesus, whose heart is ever warm in the love of Jesus, 
and whose last thought at night is Jesus! Happy would 
all mankind be if they but knew and loved the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, for Our Lord has promised “rewards ex- 
ceeding great” to all who practice devotion to His Sacred Heart and 
labor to extend it to others. “I promise,” He said to St. Margaret 
Mary, “that My Heart shall expand Itself to shed in abundance the 
influence of Its Divine Love upon those who shall pay It honor 
and procure honor for It.” And He added, “Those who are devoted 
and consecrated to Me shall never perish.” 

Jesus is the Source of all blessings. His Sacred Heart is the “Holy 
of holies,” and by the holiness of His love He desires to act as Mediator 
between God and man, to protect, assist and bless all those who ad- 
dress themselves to Him with confidence, to turn aside the blows of 
Divine Justice and restore to mankind the graces from which it has 
fallen, bestowing peace upon every heart, every home and every nation. 

The devotion of the Enthronement is a complete realization of the 
desires of the Sacred Heart to be truly honored. Enthroned in a family 
which is wholly imbued with Divine charity, He lives with its mem- 
bers as with His very own, directing and supernaturalizing the intimate 
life of the family. The home becomes His sanctuary; He is its King, 
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reigning over it by love, receiving ardent love and tender reparation 
from His devoted subjects, bestowing untold graces and filling each 
heart with peace and happiness. 

A mother who has fully grasped the meaning and the beauty of 
the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart writes this letter for the benefit 
of all Catholic parents, that they too may be impelled to enthrone the 
Sacred Heart in their home:— 

How can I ever express my feelings with regard-to this splendid 
Work, which was made known to me by one of my relatives, a priest? 
I must acknowledge he had to satisfy several objections that arose from 
my having taken a too human view of a Work that is Divine in its 
principle and in its application. These all melted away when he put 
me face to face with Jesus, our God and Savior, our only hope in this 
world and in the next, whom we must of necessity love here below, 
for He is Eternal Love. 

I shall never forget that priest’s inspired look when he made a 
striking comparison between the Jewish society of those times and the 
rulers of nations today who have broken their bonds and shaken off 
the yoke of Christ, dechristianizing homes and institutions. They have 
driven out Christ, and, with Him, have cast out justice from their law 
courts, true learning from their universities, peace from family life, 
morality from the people and tranquillity from society. 

Then, to strengthen the effect of this eloquent appeal, a voice 
seemed to whisper in the depths of my soul: “The Heart of Jesus 
loves you. He wants to reign over you, your husband and your children 
by His Love. Open your dwelling to Him, give Him a place of honor 
in your home and you will receive all the blessings He has promised 
and which He brings for you.” I felt so thrilled with enthusiasm for 
the Work that I at once decided to have the Enthronement in our, home. 

I prepared my husband for it, and he, being an excellent Catholic, 
was also much taken with the idea of making this act of reparation 
by which the family proclaims the reign of the Sacred Heart. You 
may well imagine with what loving care I prepared my children. Never 
before had I spoken so well to them of Jesus whose love is so infinitely 
greater than my own, and of the love they must show Him by their 
devotion, their good behavior, their diligence and their little sacrifices. 
My urgent appeal was listened to with earnest attention and they seemed 
deeply touched, for nothing is so attractive and so winning to a child 
as words about the love of Jesus Christ from a mother’s lips. 

The great day came at last. I have never known a happier one 
in our home. The whole house had been decorated with the loveliest 
flowers we could obtain. In a prominent position hung a picture of 
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the Sacred Heart draped in red, holding the sceptre and globe, His 
Heart surrounded by flames, His eyes gazing heavenward. This pic- 
ture speaks to me of His majesty, His authority and His infinite 
tenderness and love. 

During the ceremony we were deeply touched by the beauty of 
the prayers. Our parish priest performed the ceremony himself and 
I now understand better than I did then why he insisted on using the 
word ENTHRONEMENT in the sense of inauguration, for it is indeed the 
beginning of a family life, inspired and governed by faith and charity 
and by the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Since that happy day, we have 
endeavored to make Jesus reign amongst us permanently by our fidelity 
and love. We have noticed that things which we formerly found hard 
and difficult have become easier and even pleasant, for our hearts are 
full of love. I should like to tell all families that are passing through 
heavy trials how the Sacred Heart of Jesus uplifts and strengthens us 
in our troubles. He can give us all we wish for; but, in His great 
love, He afflicts us in order to purify our souls, to enrich us with merit 
and make us dearer in His sight. Jesus has, indeed, visibly sanctified 
our home, and I could never enumerate all the benefits that accrue 
to those who trustfully and lovingly enthrone the Sacred Heart in 
their homes. 

Every day, morning and night, we humbly pray together that God 
may keep us in His love, extend to us His protection and unite our 
hearts to His. Many times a day our eyes turn to that sweet picture 
which seems to pour forth love upon us all. 

I long to make known everywhere what joy it is to belong to 
Christ, the King of Love, and that is why I address this letter to all 
Catholic parents. You, too, love this Work of the Enthronement, and 
try to understand its beauty and importance. We should be proud to 
take part in this Crusade. Let us love Him, not for the blessings He 
promises us, but because of all He suffered in His Passion when on 
earth, and all He still has to put up with in our own days. We must 
do all in our power to increase the number of little kingdoms where 
the Sacred Heart exerts His gentle sway. As a Catholic writer says, 
they “shine forth in our sad world like stars in the dark blue sky.” 
On the day of reckoning, when ready to pour forth His wrath upon 
the world, the Sovereign Judge may perhaps withhold His thunderbolts 
lest they should fall on one of these dwelling places ruled over by 
His Son. 

A Catholic Mother. 

What more splendid mark of homage in truth could a Catholic 
family render the Sacred Heart than to enthrone Him as King of the 
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home on His feast, or.during the month dedicated to Him? When a 
family enthrones Him as King, it testifies to Him its unchanging de- 
votedness, which it intends to prove by sacrifices and marks of tender 
affection. It is a sublime honor and the one satisfying comfort of 
life to be loved by Jesus, but when He can assure us that we are friends 
to Him, are we not lifted very high in the realm of greatness? Is it 
not more noble to give than to receive? To be friends to Jesus is the 
pinnacle of love. Human nature can attain to nothing greater. The 
Divine Master is ever in search of friends — friends on whom He can 
rely, on whose loyalty He can depend and whose trust in Him cannot 
be shaken by the storms and winds of time. It is not always easy to 
be a friend, because friendship entails sacrifice for the sake of the one 
beloved. Friendship implies the giving up of self, of personal con- 
siderations, conveniences and tastes. How few learn that Jesus is to 
be loved not only because of His love for us, or because He sacrificed 
His life for us, but because He is infinitely lovable in Himself. The 
more deeply and the more unreservedly a soul loves Him, the better 
it learns to know Him, until its friendship and love become the driving 
power of its life. 

Our life must speak our love. We must not imagine that love of 
God is measured by feelings. Living nobly because Jesus wills that 
we so live is the proof of our love for Him. The gifts of God some- 
times please us, sometimes absorb us, sometimes turn us away from 
the Divine Giver. It is comparatively rare to find souls grateful both 
for sunshine and for shadow. But to remain unchanged in our love, 
whether the light of God’s smile surrounds us, or the shadow of His 
hand lies heavy upon us, is magnanimous friendship. It is this friend- 
ship which is proved by the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the 
home, when it is lived as it is intended to be lived. With Him the 
family shares good or evil fortune and in sharing it gives Him glory 
and deepens the joy or lessens the pain that life inevitably brings. By 
the Enthronement each member learns intimacy with God. In all the 
events of life the individual, as well as the family as a group, turns 
with confidence and love to Him and makes its life one with His. 

O most dear King! What a tranquil and joyous life we lead with 
You as Guide and Counselor! We find no one, outside of You, who 
satisfies, who fills the gaps in life, no one who satiates the hunger of 
the soul. Having found You and enthroned You as King in our family, 
we have found strength and contented restfulness. 

NOTE: A complete explanation of the Enthronement, its ceremonial, 


spirit and marvelous fruits, is given in our booklet: Enthrone- 
ment of the Sacred Heart and Night Adoration in the Home. 10¢ 
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XX Feast to Honor Jesus Dwelling 
on Our Altars 


a 

OVE and homage to God constitute the primary and 
ultimate object of all feasts and devotions. But be- 
cause God is infinite, His Divine attributes, His mer- 
cies and His benefits cannot be summed up, nor are 
we able to offer Him in one day the homage and 
praise which eternity itself is not long enough to 
render. Each feast, therefore, as well as each devo- 
tion, honors Jesus in a different mystery and with a different idea. 
Each brings with it new reasons and reveals new motives to deepen and 
intensify our love for our Savior. Each has its own special charm and 
the beauty that variety gives. 

Like a faithful Spouse, the Church remembers and celebrates every 
act of the life of her Divine Founder. At one time she invites us to the 
crib of Bethlehem to adore the new-born King and sing with the angels, 
“Glory be to God in the highest and on earth peace to men of good 
will.” At another time she bids us join with the Wise Men of the 
East in offering our gold, incense and myrrh. Again, she makes us 
weep over Jesus in the various stages of His Passion. Then with glad 
Alleluias and the exultant cry, “This is the day which the Lord has 
made, let us rejoice and be glad therein!” she proclaims the glory of 
the Risen Lord. As she leads us on, we follow Jesus in spirit into 
heaven and with holy sighs implore Him to send us the Divine Para- 
clete, His Holy Spirit, by whose inspirations we breathe forth our 
praises to the Blessed Trinity. 

In every feast the Church centers her devotion and homage in the 
Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar by the celebration of the Sacrifice 
of the Mass wherein she re-enacts all the mysteries of Christ’s life, His 
death, His glorious resurrection and ascension, His Kingship and Medi- 
atorship in heaven. But she would feel that she had failed in her 
mission if she neglected to set aside a special feast to honor the Holy 
Eucharist, where ever present day and night in the millions of her 
tabernacles abides the very God who dwells in heaven, Jesus, our Savior, 
the Son of the Eternal Father, the “figure of His substance and the 
splendor of His glory,” “the brightness of eternal light,” and the 
“unspotted mirror of God’s Majesty and the image of His goodness,” 
“the glory, as it were,” says St. John, “of the Only-begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth” (i. 14). 
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The feast of Corpus Christi reverts back to Holy Thursday, when 
our joy had to be subdued and the glories of the Blessed Sacrament but 
partially dwelt upon, amid the sorrows of the Passion. Sentiments of 
joy and sorrow cannot be indulged to the full at the same time. But 
on the glorious feast of Corpus Christi our hearts are free to dilate 
with joy; we make public profession of our faith; we proclaim to the 
world that Jesus lives and loves and reigns in the Most Holy Sacra- 
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Sing, my tongue, the Savior’s glory, of His Flesh the mystery sing. 


ment. The glories of the feast are allowed to stir the soul to its very 
center with the deepest emotions. Everything proclaims the glories 
of this feast: the altars decorated with all that wealth and taste can 
lavish upon them, the richest hangings of embroidered gold, the 
triumphant notes of the organ, the jubilant chimes of the bells, the 
pavements strewn with flowers and green leaves, the arches of evergreen 
spanning the walks where the procession passes; the little children 
whose pure souls rival their dresses in whiteness, the exquisite banners 
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waving in the sunshine, the rich vestments of the clergy, the harmonious 
voices of the choir and people proclaiming the praise of Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament! Here is every kind of beauty to stimulate and stir 
the soul. It makes itself felt in the whole being; joy glistens in every 
eye; every countenance is radiant with happiness; every heart is glad. 
The ceremonies and hymns, the music and procession, the atmosphere 
of joy and triumph speak to and impress the soul through the senses 
of the body. They, appeal to the reason and stir up the feelings of 
the heart, and reach out to sanctify the whole person. 

It is impossible to meditate too often on the Living Presence of 
Jesus in the Tabernacle and the benefits we derive therefrom. Joy, 
praise and thanksgiving ought to fill the souls of all fervent Catholics 
in possessing the Treasure of the Eucharist: a Mystery in the Taber- 
nacle, a Sacrifice on the Altar, a Sacrament at the Holy Table. In the 
adorable Sacrifice of the Mass we possess all the riches of the Heart of 
Jesus; in Holy Communion our souls are purified, nourished and 
sanctified by the Precious Blood of that Sacred Heart; and on our 
altars pure rays of burning love are ever issuing from that same loving 
Heart, imparting to us new graces moment by moment. There Jesus 
watches over us, blesses us, pardons us, gives us courage and strengthens 
us to persevere to the end. Love is ever ingenious, and the infinite love 
and wisdom of Jesus could not rest until it found this means of continu- 
ing to the end of the world His Presence among men, of which He says, 
“My delights were to be with the children of men” (Prov. viii. 31). 
When we reflect that Jesus, the God of glory, who is supreme, infinite 
happiness, though entertained by the sweet canticles of the saints and 
by the nine choirs of blessed spirits who surround His throne, still 
finds His delight with us poor sinners, can we heip but exclaim with 
St. Paul: “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and of the knowl- 
edge of God! How incomprehensible are His judgments and how 
unsearchable His ways!” (Rom. xi. 33.) 

It is to make some return of love to the Sacred Heart of Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament that the Church celebrates with such solemnity 
the feast of Corpus Christi. She bids her children behold Jesus sitting 
on a throne’ of love day and night in our churches for the salvation 
of mankind: It is He truly with us, the merciful and gracious Lord, 
imprisoned by His very love in our tabernacles, He who invites us to 
visit Him; who: leaves His tabernacle to bless us or to give Himself 
to us in ordersto repose in our heart, to make us “flesh of His Flesh.” 
Because He is here, earth is no longer a place of exile, no longer a 
home of misery, for in Him are all the treasures of grace, in Him is. 
the joy of heaven. Earth is no longer a desert, since here is the Foun- 
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tain of Living Water springing up to eternal life. It is no longer a 
land accursed on the day of the first sin, since He is here to take away 
every malediction. He is the Emmanuel of all the faithful; of the child 
to whom He gives Himself so willingly and whom He inundates with 
such sweet joy; of the youth and maiden whom He strengthens by His 
presence against the world, the flesh and the devil; of the mature man 
and woman, with whom He labors in every good work; of the aged, 
whom He defends against the weakness of nature apd the fear of death. 

But what return of love does Jesus receive? Too often instead of 
faith, homage and love, blasphemies, sacrileges, insults and indignities 
are offered to Him. Would that such treatment came only from heretics 
and infidels, if it must come at all. But, alas, coldness and ingratitude 
are also heaped upon Him by Catholics. Cold Catholics keep far away 
from the heat of this burning furnace of charity. Catholics unworthy 
to bear that name return His love by ingratitude and sacrilege, like 
other Judases, and these wounds give Him far more pain than do the 
insults of His enemies. 

To offer some measure of reparation, the Church bids us on Cor- 
pus Christi to kneel in adoration before the altar and offer a real proof 
of love, to give Him every thought of our mind, every pulsation of 
our heart, every power of our soul, while we grieve over the humilia- 
tions and outrages that are heaped upon Him. Lovers of Jesus find 
their greatest joy, their supreme happiness, whilst kneeling thus before 
their Lord upon the altar. They do not tire of adoring, loving and 
thanking Jesus. They pour forth prayers of sorrow and contrition for 
their own sins and those of others, they offer acts of reparation and 
consecration, and hours before the tabernacle seem but as moments. 

Let us be among these faithful Christians, Let us on Corpus 
Christi, and every day of our lives, assist at Holy Mass, receive Holy 
Communion and pay a visit to Jesus in the lonely tabernacle. Nor 
let us rest content with that, but let us travel in spirit round Christen- 
dom, and kneel before every altar and tabernacle where Jesus is alone, 
forgotten and abandoned. Let us there believe in Jesus, love and 
praise Him. Let us there offer to His Sacred Heart the love of our 
own poor hearts, the love of all souls that live upon the earth, or 
have ever lived. Let us ascend in spirit to heaven and present to Jesus 
the love and praises of all the saints and angels in paradise, the love of 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary, His Mother, whose love is beyond all 
other loves combined. And since He is present in this adorable Mystery 
for the glory of His Father and for our salvation, from the love He 
bears us, let us act in all things for the glory of God and for that of 
Jesus Eucharistic, out of love for Him! 
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The Apostles’ Creed 


ARTICLE X — The Forgiveness of Sins 
Continued 


ee oe 
Confession, a Great Power for Personal and Social Reform 


ROM all that has been said, it is apparent that the sacrament of 
KF penance is not an inducement or a license to commit sin, nor the 

placing of a white mantle of forgiveness on a person whose heart 
and soul are black with the corruption of unrepented sins. On the 
contrary, the sacrament requires that the penitent undergo an interior 
renovation, that his mind and heart and soul be detached from sin and 
attached to God in love and loyalty. Confession strikes at the very 
root of evil by penetrating into the heart and soul and will, wherein 
the roots of good and evil lie. It is morally impossible, therefore, for 
anyone who frequently receives the sacrament of penance with a right 
disposition, to remain habitually addicted to any vice, because the re- 
peated arousal of the will in a strong determination to avoid the sinful 
habit in the future is bound eventually to break the habit. For it will 
be remembered that the serious purpose of amendment requires the 
firm determination to use all means available to avoid future sin: 
prayer, caution, the careful avoidance of persons, places or things which 
may prove occasions of danger, etc.; and what greater means is there 
than this to free a man from the habits of sin? 

To the penitent’s own strength of will there is added the grace 
given by God in the sacrament of penance, without which he would 
certainly not be able to conquer his evil habits and inclinations. 

Penitents and confessors of all times are agreed with Cardinal 
Gibbons, who toward the close of his long and eventful life dedicated 
to the moral and spiritual needs of men, declared that “‘the confessional 
is the most powerful lever ever erected by a merciful God for raising 
man from the mire of sin.’’ To this declaration the Cardinal adds that 
the confessional has more weight in withdrawing people from vice than 
even the pulpit, because in a public discourse the speaker addresses the 
congregation in general and his words of admonition may not apply 





NG 
Y ¥ 








ao Tabernacle and Purgatory 


to all his hearers; but his words spoken in the confessional are directed 
exclusively to the penitent, whose heart is open to receive good counsel- 
The confessor exhorts the penitent according to his spiritual needs and 
besetting sins, cautions him against frequenting dangerous company 
and other occasions of sin, recommends practices of piety suitable to his 
condition, etc. For this reason, missionaries usually estimate the fruits 
of their mission by the number of penitents who have approached the 
tribunal of penance rather than by the crowds who have listened to 
their sermons. 

This declaration is upheld by the catechism of the Council of 
‘Trent, which says: ‘‘The great care and assiduity which pastors should 
devote to its exposition will be easily understood if we reflect that, in 
the general opinion of the pious, to confession, in a great measure, is to 
‘be ascribed whatever of holiness, piety and religion has been preserved 
in the Church in our times, through the boundless beneficence of God; 
so that to no one ought it to be a matter of surprise that the enemy 
of the human race, in his efforts to overthrow to its foundation the 
Catholic Faith, should, through the agency of the ministers and satel- 
lites of his impiety, have endeavored to assail with all his might this 
citadel, as it were, of Christian virtue.” 

Persons of note outside of the Church who have made careful ob- 
servation on the effects of the confessional upon the lives of those who 
frequent it, have spoken in similar terms. Let us hear the testimony 
on the good effects of the confessional of a man who is unexceptionable 
as a witness because he entertained the deepest and most intense hatred 
of religion that ever burned in an infidel heart, but who knew, from 
his own experience, when perhaps he was still pure and good, the value 
of the confessional upon his soul. This witness is Voltaire. He says: 
“There is no more wise institution than that of confession. The most 
of mankind, guilty of crimes, are naturally tormented with remorse... 
Confession is an excellent thing — a bridle on inveterate crimes. It is 
excellent for disposing hearts ulcerated with hatred, to forgive, and 
the unjust to repair the injuries they may have done to their neighbor. 
The enemies of the Roman Church who oppose so salutary an institu- 
tion, have taken away from man the greatest check that can be 
imagined on iniquity. The wise men of antiquity have all recognized its 
importance. The Catholic religion has consecrated that of which God 
permitted human wisdom to perceive the advantage and embrace its 
shadows.” 

The greatest German philosopher of the 17th century, Gottfried 
Wilhelm von Leibnitz, though a non-Catholic, paid tribute to the use- 
fulness of the confessional for the welfare of society in the following 
words: ‘“‘This whole work of sacramental penance is indeed worthy of 
the Divine Wisdom, and if aught in the Christian dispensation is meri- 
torious of praise, surely this wondrous institution is so. For the neces- 
sity of confessing one’s sins deters a man from committing them, and 
hope is given to him who may have fallen again after expiation. The 
pious and prudent confessor is in very deed a great instrument in the 
hands of God for man’s regeneration. For the kindly advice of God’s 
priest helps man to control his passions, to know the lurking places of 
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sin, to avoid the occasions of evil doing, to restore ill-gotten goods, to 
have hope after depression and doubt, to have peace after affliction, in 
a word, to remove or to lessen all evil; and if there is no pleasure on 
earth like a faithful friend, what must be the esteem a man must have 
for him who is in very deed a friend in the hour of his direst need?” 

Dr. Martensen, a distinguished Protestant theologian of Great 
Britain, pays tribute to the confessional because it ministers directly to 
the social welfare of the community by insisting upon truth, honesty 
and justice, and upon restitution when the latter is violated. ‘Absolu- 
tion,” he says, ‘‘in the Name of the Father and of the Sor and of the 
Holy Ghost, derived from the full power of binding and loosing which 
the Church has inherited from the Apostles, is not unconditional, but 
depends on the same condition on which the Gospel itself adjudges the 
forgiveness of sins, namely, change of heart and faith...” 

Because the sacrament of penance works in the secrecy of the 
human soul, where no eye but God’s is a witness, this world will never 
fully know how powerful a force for moral regeneration is exercised 
by it upon the lives of the hundreds of millions of persons who receive 
it. But if it were given to us to penetrate the veil that hides from 
our eyes the secret springs of human conduct, doubtless we would find 
that the impulses awakened in the confessional for the avoidance of 
sin and crime are deterrents more powerful and efficacious than all 
the policemen and courts of justice in the world. 

Not only is confession a bulwark against a relapse into vice, but 
it is a most powerful incentive to a life of virtue. For the sacrament 
of confession is not only the perpetuation of the voice of Christ speak- 
ing to the penitent Magdalen, ‘“‘Thy sins are forgiven thee,” but it is 
also an extension of His Divine hand which raised up the sinful woman 
in the temple of Jerusalem and set her unsteady feet to tread hence- 
forth the path of virtue, while His voice uttered the sweet command: 
“Go thy way, and from now on sin no more” (John viii. 11). 

How many souls there are in heaven today who would not be 
there, were it not for the graces which they received through the sac- 
rament of penance to overcome their sinful habits and to lead holy 
lives! How many there are who, through the self-knowledge gained by 
the frequent reception of this sacrament, recognized the secret springs 
of their faults and imperfections, and with the aid of the sacramental 
graces received, attained to an incomparably higher degree of glory and 
happiness than they would have attained without the aid of this sacra- 
ment! How many holy penitents, down through the centuries, have 
followed in the footsteps of Magdalen and Augustine, and have, through 
the sacrament of penance, been converted from great sinners into 
glorious saints! Only on the day of judgment will the world know and 
recognize what a tremendous power for the sanctification of souls was 
contained in this sacrament of God’s mercy and love. 

To be continued 


Spiritual Vitamin for June 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, | beg Thee most ardently, help me to love 
Thee more and more, 
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Love for Love 
Sate 


UNE is the time of the fulness of nature. 
4 All the world seems teeming with life. 
The rains of April and the sunshine of 

May have brought to trees, plants and 

- flowers a wonderful luxuriance of growth. 
Fields and meadows are rich with growing grains and grasses, gardens 
are burdened with fairest foliage, and buds have bloomed into full 
flower. The air is fragrant with roses, the emblem of love. | And the 
chime of wedding bells from many a belfry proclaims that love has 
ripened into fulness in many a youthful heart.) Attuning the life of 
grace to the life of nature, the Church fittingly dedicates this month 
to the fullest and most perfect expression of life and love — God’s 
love for humanity, personified in the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

That adorable Heart is the symbol of the infinite love of God for 
man. Nay, more, it is Divine Love Itself, the Fountain of life and 
holiness, pouring out upon mankind all the treasures of Divine mercy 
and goodness. It is the living Heart of God Himself, and in Its rela- 
tion to us It is infinitely more kind and loving than any heart that 
ever beat in human breast. It is the Heart of our Savior, the Heart 
of our King, the Heart of our Brother and our Friend. 

The human Heart of Jesus began to pulsate with love from the 
moment of the incarnation of the Son of God. It burned with love in 
the breast of the Infant Savior on the first Christmas night. It was 
fired with zeal in the Boy Christ in the Temple of Jerusalem. It beat 
with love and compassion in the Man of Galilee for every form of 
human need and suffering. It broke with love upon the Cross, and 
yielded the last drop of Its Life-blood when pierced by the soldier’s 
spear. And when finally the bruised and lifeless Body of the Savior 
was laid in His Mother’s arms, that Heart, silent in death, mutely 
proclaimed through a thousand gaping wounds the length and breadth, 
the height and depth of Its love. 

And now that Divine Heart pulsates with the same undying love 
behind the doors of countless tabernacles; It immolates Itself anew 
each day on thousands of altars, and communicates Itself to souls in 
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the Eucharistic Banquet. It is the Heart of Jesus, ever on fire with 
love for men, ever burning with those ardent sentiments of mercy to 
which we owe the priceless gift of our Redemption. 

And what does Jesus ask in return for this excess of love? He 
asks only that men answer His love with love and prove the sincerity 
of their love by keeping His commandments. But alas! how small is 
the number of those who satisfy this burning desire, compared with the 
countless millions who treat Him with coldness and ingratitude, with 
disdain, aversion and even hatred, or who do not love Him because 
they do not know Him. Yes, the mournful complaints of the Sacred 
Heart to St. Margaret Mary still ring true today, that in return for 
His love He receives only coldness, contempt and ingratitude from 
most men. To hearts aglow with love for the Heart of Jesus this lack 
of love has ever been and will ever be a cause of keen regret. And 
this regret gives rise to the desire to make amends to the Divine Heart 
of Jesus for such neglect, by loving Him the more faithfully. 

If, then, we wish to be among those who console the Heart of 
Jesus and to give Him joy, we can do nothing more acceptable to 
Him than to offer Him a loving homage of reparation. For it is this, 
more than anything else, that He desires, since it was to this end that 
He Himself requested through St. Margaret Mary the Communion of 
Reparation on nine consecutive First Fridays, the Holy Hour and the 
observance of the feast of the Sacred Heart. 

Let us view, in the light of present world conditions, the necessity 
of reparation as outlined by Pope Pius XI in his Encyclical on Uni- 
versal Reparation to the Sacred Heart. Though written in 1928, his 
words are as applicable to the present time as if they had been written 
yesterday, though in the latter case the Holy Father would doubtless 
have found additional reasons for reparation in conditions as they exist 
today. He says: — 

“That the necessity of expiation or reparation is especially urgent 
today must be evident to anyone who considers the present plight of 
the world, ‘seated in wickedness’ (1 John v. 19). From every side we 
hear the cry of nations whose Governments have in very truth stood up 
and met together against the Lord and against His Church. In these 
countries we have seen the rights of God and man trampled under foot, 
churches razed to the ground, religious orders of men and women 
driven from their -houses, imprisoned, starved, attacked with insults 
and hatred; children torn from the bosom of Mother Church, made to 
deny and blaspheme Christ, and led into horrible crimes of impurity; 
all Christians threatened, oppressed, in constant danger of apostasy 
from the Faith, or of a cruel death. So distressing are these events 
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that they would seem almost to portend that ‘beginning of sorrows’ 
which is to be brought by ‘the man of sin... who is lifted up above 
all that is called God, or that is worshiped’ (cf. 2 Thess. ii. 3-4). 

“No less sad is it to see that even among the faithful, among those 
who by baptism have been washed in the Blood of the Immaculate 
Lamb and endowed with grace, there are so many, of every class and 
condition, who are in ignorance of the things of God, poisoned with 
false doctrines, living a life of vice far away from their Father’s house, 
without the light of the true Faith, without the joyous hope of future 
happiness, deprived of the benefit and the comfort that are born of 
the fervor of charity, so that they may truly be said to dwell in 
darkness and in the shadow of death. Furthermore, many of them are 
increasingly neglectful of ecclesiastical discipline and of that tradition 
of their forefathers which makes for the uplifting of the Christian life, 
for the observance of family ties and duties, and for the protection of 
the sanctity of marriage. The education of youth is either entirely 
neglected, or ruined by excessive and effeminate pampering, while the 
Church is even deprived of the power to give a Christian education to 
the young. Christian modesty is lamentably forgotten in modern 
habits of life and dress, especially among women; there is an insatiable 
desire for the goods of this world, an unbridled lust for success in 
business, a reckless pursuit of popularity, a contempt for legitimate 
authority and for the word of God, with the consequence that the 
Faith is lost, or at least is in considerable danger. 

“And then to all these evils must be added the cowardice and in- 
solence of those who, like the sleeping or fleeing disciples, are weak 
in faith and abandon Christ while He is oppressed with anguish and 
beset by the allies of Satan; also the perfidy of those who, following 
the example of Judas the traitor, receive Holy Communion unworthily, 
or pass over to the enemy’s camp... 

“If the faithful meditate piously upon these matters, they will most 
certainly desire, in their fervent love for the suffering Christ, to make 
fuller amends for their own sins and for the sins of others, to vindi- 
cate the honor of Christ, and zealously to seek the salvation of souls... 
Whoever ponders with love over what we have been saying, and im- 
presses it deeply upon his heart, will undoubtedly not only hate sin 
and shun it as the greatest of evils, but will offer himself to the Divine 
bk and will use every means in his power to compensate for the 
offenses committed against the Divine Majesty, by constant prayer, by 
voluntary mortification and by the patient acceptance of all the trials 
that may come upon him; — in fact, by living his whole life in the 
spirit of reparation.” 
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Let us, then, seek to console and to compensate the Sacred Heart 
for the countless sins, offenses, blasphemies and negligences of which 
He is the Victim, particularly in the Sacrament of His Love. Jesus is 
offended; let us offer Him our reparation. He is rejected; let us 
serve Him faithfully. He is deserted; let us remain always close to 
Him. His Church is persecuted and despised; let us be her faithful 
and devoted children. If so many souls make the shedding of His 
Precious Blood fruitless, others must collect and offer It with so much 
the greater fervor and love. If many revile and offend Him, others 
must praise and glorify His Sacred Heart. If many calumniate Him, 
others must tenderly kiss His Sacred Wounds. If many betray Him, 
others must cling the more closely to Him and endeavor to compensate 
Him by their devotion and fidelity for all the outrage and opposition, 
for the hatred of the world and for the indifference of so many souls. 

The cry of the enemies of Christ and of the godless world is the 
same today as it was on the day He stood in the court of Pilate; “Away 
with Him! Crucify Him! We will not have Him reign over us!” 
They strive to banish Him from men’s hearts, from homes, from schools 
and from nations, Let us respond with the cry of loyalty: “Thy 
Kingdom come! Reign Thou over us, O King of Love!” rae 

Reparation in the Home = 

Besides the many means of offering reparation mentioned in the 
foregoing paragraphs, there is another which cannot be urged too 
strongly — that of Night Adoration in the Home, Father Mateo 
launched this work in 1927. On being told of it, Pope Pius XI be- 
stowed a special blessing on it and said: “Jt is a Work that exactly 
carries out the desire for reparation expressed in Our Encyclical. 
It is a very good work, very. good indeed.” The frequent appeals 
made through “Tabernacle and Purgatory” have brought a response 
from over ten thousand souls; or better, we should say over ten 
thousand souls have registered their names with us. And throughout 
America through the zealous work of the National Center of the En- 
thronement and the many Secretariates, the League of Night Adoration 
has now reached a membership of well over 100,000. How great must 
be the consolation of the Sacred Heart at seeing this vast army of 
devoted souls keeping night vigils with Him in the spirit of reparation, 
at the cost of sacrifice and self-denial! And how great must be the 
flood of graces which this army of faithful adorers has drawn and 
continues to draw from the Sacred Heart! 

But surely there are yet many others who will willingly — yes, ° 
eagerly — become recruits of this spiritual army when they realize that 


ay 
r 
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practically the only requirement is that they offer an hour of night 
adoration to the Sacred Heart once a month, at a particular hour and 
on a specified date (selected by themselves or by the Secretariate) 
between the hours of 9 P. M. and 6 A. M.* 


A Family of the Sacred Heart 


2ee<ee<«ee 


HE following letter written to Father Mateo, and his answer, speak 
eloquently of the generosity with which some families have re- 
sponded to his plea, made in the name of the Sacred Heart. 


Dear Reverend Father:— Having read about the Enthronement 
and the League of Night Adoration, 1 am writing to request the day 
of the month when we should commence our adoration. We have 
nine children at home from 3 to 17 years of age. Our oldest child, 
Mary, is in the convent as a postulant. Here is how we thought of 
arranging the hours:— 


Colleen, 3 years old, will be exempted. 
10 - 11: Regina, 7 yrs. Helen, 8 yrs. 
Imelda, 10 yrs., Patricia, 11 yrs. 
11 - 12: Madonna, 12 yrs. 2 - 3: Francis, 17 yrs. 
12 - 1: Dolores, 13 yrs. 3 - 4: Cecilia, 35 yrs. (Mother) 
1- 2: Ramona, 15 yrs. 4 - 5: Garry, 45 yrs. (Father) 


We would like to make our Adoration on the First Friday of the 
month. We would also like to know more about the Enthronement 
of the Sacred Heart in the family. Please let us know about this, and ~ 
also the date assigned to us. 

Very truly yours, 


(Signed by the Father.) 


Father Mateo’s Answer: 


Dear Sir: — I received here in Canada your beautiful letter con- 
cerning the Night Adoration in your home. You’ve touched me unto 
tears! Jesus, the King of Love of your dear family, must have smiled 
when you made the list of all your children starting with Regina, 7 
years old. May He bless you, dear Sir and Madam, and your nine 
precious gems of Jesus’ royal crown! In a few days I will send you 
some pictures for your children. Ask them to pray for me. In the 
name of the Sacred Heart, His blessing on you all! 


Father Mateo, SS.CC. 


*Inquiries concerning Night Adoration and application for member- 
ship may be sent to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Annual 


Novena 
to the 


Sacred Beart 
of Jesus 


from Corpus Christi 
May 31 


to 


June 8 


Feast of the Sacred 
Heart 


will be conducted as usual in our four Eucharistic Sanctuaries 
(located at Clyde, Missouri — Mundelein, Illinois — Tucson, 
Arizona — and Kansas City, Missouri). 


We invite all loving souls to unite with us in offering 
Love — THANKSGIVING — REPARATION — and PETITION 


to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament during these nine days of special 
grace and prayer. 


In each Eucharistic Sanctuary, High Mass and the Divine Office 
will be sung daily during the novena, and Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament will be given twice daily. Each hour of the day and night 
the official adorers kneeling before the Most Blessed Sacrament ex- 
posed will recite the Litany of the Sacred Heart, which will also be 
prayed each morning in unison by the entire community. The 
novena will begin and end with a solemn Eucharistic procession 
of love and reparation. 




















HE Blessed Sacrament is the supreme gift of love of the Heart of Jesus. 

In this Divine Sacrament He dwells day and night upon countless 
altars, for the purpose of lavishing His gifts and graces upon those who 
seek them in His Divine Heart. Yet so great is the ingratitude of the 
greater part of mankind for this sublime gift that Jesus complained with 
bitter sorrow to St. Margaret Mary and asked her to make reparation, as 
far as possible, for the contempt, irreverence, sacrilege and coldness which 


is offered Him in the Sacrament of His love. 


His plea to Margaret Mary is directed to all loving souls, and since 
the sins of the world are multiplied in our times, we will dedicate this 
solemn novena particularly to REPARATION. We are hopeful that in this 
spirit all our dear readers will unite with usin consoling the outraged 


Heart of our most loving Lord. 


The general intentions for the Novena are as follows:— 


1. To atone for our own sins, faults and negligences, 
and those of all mankind, and especially for the sacrileges 
committed against Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 


2. To make a return of love to Jesus for all the love 
He has shown to each one of us and to all mankind. 


3. To thank the Sacred Heart for all the spiritual and 
temporal gifts He has bestowed during the past year. 


4. To implore the Divine Heart to be merciful to our 
war-torn world and to grant a just and lasting peace. 


To these may be added also the private intentions of all who participate 
in the Novena. Those who wish may send their intentions to us and we 


will place them near the Altar of Exposition during the Novena. 

Great and abundant graces may be expected by those who assist at 
Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion often during the Novena — every 
day, if possible. 

Petitions may be addressed to: 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Compassion of the Sacred Heart 
Siti 

# ATCHING and weeping by the bedside of a little child of 
four years, a widowed mother waited in harrowing sus- 
pense for the moment when the cruel knife of death 
would cut the frail thread of her darling’s life, rending 
with it her own heartstrings. The physicians had told 
her that there was no hope for the life of her only 
daughter. Their words, “There is no earthly hope,”’ still 
rang in her ears. ‘“‘No hope,” she repeated, ‘“‘no hope, no 
earthly hope. No earthly hope. Ah, but there might be hope from 
above!”’ The thought kindled in her soul a strong flame of confidence 
which no human skill could inspire. She would appeal to the compas- 
sionate Heart of Jesus. Quick as thought she went to look for a badge 
of the Sacred Heart, and pinning it on the child’s breast began to plead 
as only a mother can plead for the life of her child. Almost immediately 
a change took place. The child had been gasping in the very throes of 
death, but no sooner had the mother turned to the Sacred Heart than 
the shadow of the grim reaper was dispelled, and gradually the 
little sufferer was restored to perfect health. 

The Heart of Jesus is truly the Source of Consolation for all who 
are confronted with sorrow. Indeed, the whole life of Our Lord was 
but a manifestation of His Divine compassion. Was it not His mercy 
and compassion that led Him to say to the widow of Naim, ‘‘Weep not,” 
and then, touching the corpse, to restore the dead boy to life and give 
him to his mother? Oh, how often did He not give proof of His 
compassion in His earthly life! When a large multitude had followed 
Him to the desert to hear Him preach, the tender solicitude of His 
Divine Heart moved Him to say to His Apostles, ‘‘I have compassion on 
the multitude because they have been with Me three days and have 
nothing to eat. I will not send them away fasting.’’ And He worked 
a miracle to feed them, At Cana He changed water into wine to save 
a newly married couple embarrassment. A father besought Him to heal 
his son who was possessed by a devil, and the Savior’s Heart was 
touched with pity and He freed the boy of the evil spirit. Just before 
His own death, moved by love and compassion, He pleaded with His 
Father for the forgiveness of His executioners and of all sinners. 

Truly, in the Heart of Jesus we possess an unfailing well-spring of 
mercy, compassion and tenderness. Every human sorrow and mis- 
fortune finds therein its proper remedy. To forgive sinners, to heal the 
sick, to comfort the sad, to console the distressed, to defend the weak, 
to help the poor, such are the dearest works of the Heart of Jesus. His 
presence with us in the Blessed Eucharist is a perpetual assurance of 
His compassion for us and of His willingness to help us. Above all, His 
Heart is filled with longing to grant us peace, the peace that only He 
can give — peace, sweet, celestial, unknown to the world, the greatest 
of God’s blessings in this life. Peace is the gift of His Sacred Heart. 
He promised it upon His coming into the world. He gave it to the 
multitudes who flocked after Him in His public life. It was His gift in 
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the Cenacle. ‘‘Peace be with you,’’ was His greeting after the resur- 
rection. He bade His Apostles invoke peace on those to whom they 
preached. Peace for the just and the sinner, peace for all mankind, is 
to be found in the Heart of Jesus, who is our “Peace.” He will give 
it to us, both an inner peace of soul and peace to nations, if we ask Him 
rightly. Now when the world is so in need of peace, let us go to Him 
with confidence and ask Him for it. Let us represent to Him all our 
wants of soul and of body, and those of our loved ones. Let us tell 
Him our griefs, our discouragements, our hopes, our desires. Let us 
speak to Him with confidence and love and trust in His unbounded good- 
ness. Then we may be assured that He will grant us more than we 
could even hope for, provided we also grant Him what He asks of us 
— the conformity of our lives to His teachings. 


Purgatory and the Blessed Sacrament 


eyo. 
Se 


N the life of St. Margaret Mary it is related that one day 

Of God revealed to her two aspects of His Divine Nature — 
the one of Love and the other of Justice, both rigorous in 

their own way and both exercised continually. No doubt it was largely 
due to this revelation that from the beginning of her religious life 
the saint was greatly devoted to the souls in purgatory. Urged by a 
tender charity she employed herself in constant prayer for the poor 
souls, in order to satisfy the Divine Love and Divine Justice in their 
regard. Our Lord Himself often made known to her the sufferings 
of particular souls, and pointed out the means by which she might 
assist them to cancel their debts. She willingly undertook to aid them 
and transferred to them all she could do and suffer in their favor, 
redoubling her practices of mortification, while at the same time she 
experienced an increase of interior trials and corporal ills. Conse- 
crated as a victim to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the saint considered 
herself entirely at the mercy of her Sovereign Lord and Master, and 
rejoiced in being permitted to suffer thus on behalf of the holy souls 
in order to help them to satisfy the Divine Justice. For this lover 
of the cross, life was a continual exercise of love and suffering. She 
was so accustomed to suffering that, although she was hardly ever well 
for a week at a time, she continued the daily routine of the religious 
life, her labors and prayers, just as if she had been in perfect health. 
Once when convalescing from a severe illness, St. Margaret Mary 
begged the Superior’s permission to spend the night of Holy Thursday 
before the Blessed Sacrament. Although she did not appear well 
enough to do so, to satisfy her earnest pleading, permission was given 
to remain a few hours during the early part of the night. The saint 
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accepted the offer with sweet humility and then renewed her petition 
to spend the whole night before the altar, saying that she would spend 
the time already granted for the Superior’s intentions, and the remainder 
of the time for their “suffering friends” as the two were wont to call 
the souls in purgatory when speaking of them to each other. Needless 
to say, the Superior could not refuse the fervent appeal, and St. 
Margaret Mary remained all night in the presence of the Blessed Sac- 
rament, kneeling without support and immovable as a statue. This 
would seem incomprehensible to us did we not know that she received 
extraordinary graces from God because of her sublime mission. 

When we think of purgatory, it is well to imitate St. Margaret 
Mary by viewing it through the medium of the Blessed Sacrament, so 
that we may thereby obtain a fuller abundance of light, consolation 
and graces for the holy souls. It is through the Eucharistic Sacrifice 
of Jesus that we can best assist the poor souls; it is He whom we 
receive when we want to be most certainly heard for the sake of those 
who groan amidst the expiatory flames of that sacred prison, and who 
await there the hour of their deliverance. It is this adorable Lord 
who applies to the suffering souls the suffrage of our prayers, good 
works and indulgences; it is this Sacramental Mediator who receives 
our aspirations and makes them fruitful for these poor captives through 
His own Precious Blood. 

Let our charity be exercised and our zeal rekindled to assist the 
souls in purgatory by reflecting that the Divine Heart of Jesus, the 
Fount of Mercy and Love, calls upon us to do good during our life 
by performing works of mercy in behalf of His “suffering friends.” 
He invites us to come and keep company with Him for the sake of 
the poor souls; He lends us, yes, He gives us, His own merits to use 
in their behalf. Let us speak to Him of their needs and offer up His 
Precious Blood, which, falling like a cooling dew upon them, brings 
so much solace and relief; let us offer the Holy Wounds which He 
received in expiation of the sins they committed and for which they 
are now atoning; let us assist at the Holy Sacrifice, and have the 
adorable Sacrifice offered for them; let us offer Holy Communion for 
them. Divine Justice will soften its rigor towards these souls in pro- 
portion as our prayers, our penances, our suffrages of every kind, 
are more closely united to the merits of Our Lord, more penetrated 
by the virtue of His Precious Blood, more inflamed with the love of 
which His Heart is the Furnace. Let us then unite our sacrifices and 
our offerings with His own infinite merits, and His Divine Love will 
certainly loosen the chains of these dear departed souls, while at the 
same time It bestows upon ourselves abundant blessings. 
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Our Trysting Places with Jesus 
tle 


N reading the Gospel accounts of the apparitions of our 
Risen Savior to His Apostles and disciples during the 
forty days following His resurrection, we cannot but 
be filled with admiration at the friendliness, the familiar- 
ity, the “heart-to-heart” intimacy with which He treated 
them. He calmed their fears, allowed them to touch 
Him in order to assure themselves of His living, bodily 
presence, and even ate with them as He had done so often during the 
days of His sojourn with them before His Passion. 

As we ponder the touching scenes which the Gospel presents to 
us, we cannot but wish that we, too, might be on such familiar terms 
with Jesus; that we, too, might hear Him converse in so friendly a 
manner and speak to Him with the same confidence and familiarity. 
Yet, why should we envy His Apostles? For is not this privilege in 
reality given to each one of us, just as it was to them? Yes, we are 
in a sense even more privileged than they, for in the abiding presence 
of Jesus with His Church and the members of His Church, we are 
enabled to have familiar intercourse with Him, not in one place only 
or at stated times, but always and everywhere, both in His Divine and 
in His Human Nature. 

In making this distinction between His Divine and His Human 
Nature, we must bear in mind that Jesus is only one Person, even as 
each one of us is only one person; but whilst we have only one nature, 
the human nature, Jesus has two natures, the Human and the Divine — 
each complete in its own substance, essence and faculties, each capable 
of performing the actions that are proper to it. These two natures 
are not separated in Him, as would be two objects fastened together; 
nor are they united in the same manner as would be two drops of 
water, losing their individuality in each other. But they are and re- 
main distinct from each other, united closely by a mysterious union 
which no created mind can understand, in the oneness of the Divine 
Personality of the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity. 


Where May We Converse with Jesus as God? 


By His Divine Nature Jesus is present everywhere, just as are the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, with Them conserving in existence whatever 
They have created, governing all creatures and events, and leading the 
whole universe and every individual being to the end for which they 
were created. Consequently, as God we may converse with Jesus in every 
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place’ in the world. The fact that,He is everywhere only as God must 
not disturb us, because in the Person of Jesus the two natures cannot 
be separated. When we converse with another we do not speak to a 
nature, but to a person, and when we speak to Jesus, we speak to a 
Person who is both God and Man, whether we fix our attention on Him 
only as God or only as Man. 

As God, Jesus is present also in souls, especially in those who are 
in the state of sanctifying grace. Like the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
besides being in all places and in all creatures, and therefore also in 
all souls, as Creator, Conserver, Ruler and Last End, He is in souls 
that are in the state of sanctifying grace also as Sanctifier, giving and 
developing the supernatural life in the soul, directing the soul so as 
to make it live its supernatural life, and guiding it to its last end, 
which is heaven. In the soul endowed with sanctifying grace, He is 
present, therefore, not only as the God who is Divine Omnipotence 
and Wisdom, but also as the God who is CHARITY. This manner of 
presence is reserved exclusively to souls in grace. 

Within the sanctuary of our own soul, then, is the trysting place 
where Jesus, as God, wishes to have us with Him and to engage us in 
friendly conversation! But Divine Charity is a LOVE OF FRIENDSHIP. 
We ought, then, to learn, both from the spiritual masters and by 
practice, how to withdraw with Him into the inner sanctuary of our 
soul, always entreating our Divine and most sweet Guest to enlighten 
us in so important and consoling a matter — and this all the more, 
because the soul is also the really proper trysting place of God’s chil- 
dren with God, their Heavenly Father, and with the Holy Spirit, to 
whom are attributed all the wonders wrought by the Three Divine 
Persons within us for our sanctification and final salvation. 


Where May We Converse with Jesus as Man? 


All this, however, would not suffice to fulfil in its entirety the 
promise of Jesus to remain with us all days, even after His bodily 
ascension into heaven. He must be with us not only as God, but also 
as Man, all days, even to the consummation of the world. But how 
can He be present on earth with Body and Soul when He is “seated 
at the right hand of the Father” in heaven, in His glorified Humanity ? 

Since His ascension into heaven, Jesus (as Man) is present on 
earth substantially, with Body and Soul, only in the Holy Eucharist. 
In other places He is present only virtually — that is, by His knowledge, 
by His love and by His power or influence as Savior, Mediator and 
High Priest in heaven. The Abiding Presence of the God-Man in our 
tabernacles and our consequent privilege of visiting Him as frequently 
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as we desire (or as often as our circumstances permit) and conversing 
familiarly with Him, is one for which we can never sufficiently show 
our appreciation or our gratitude to God. Likewise, the moments after 
receiving Holy Communion offer us every day (if we so desire) a 
golden opportunity for a friendly, familiar conversation with Jesus 
as our most gracious and loving Guest. 

Wonderful as is His Eucharistic Presence, however, it does not 
suffice as yet to be a complete fulfilment of Christ’s promise to be with 


us all days as Man... Tabernacles are not everywhere to be found. . . 
At the beginning of Christianity there were no tabernacles anywhere 
for several centuries... And even in this twentieth century there are 


many, many places where there are as yet no tabernacle dwellings for 
our Eucharistic King. Holy Communion may be received only once a 
day, and even far less often in large areas of the world. There must, 
therefore, be another kind of presence of Jesus in His Sacred Humanity, 
distinct from the physical or substantial presence of Body and Soul, 
another manner of His presence in the Church and in every soul in 
the state of grace. This is realized in His virtual presence, by His. 
knowledge, His power and His love. 


Jesus is Present by His Knowledge 


In virtue of a special privilege and aptitude granted to His Human 
Nature (or at least to His Human Soul), to fully equip Him, as it 
were, for His mission and work of Redeemer, Jesus knew each one of 
us distinctly, not only as God, but even by His Human faculty of 
knowing, during His earthly life, and at present continues to know 
each one of us in this way. Even as Man He sees each one of us 
just as distinctly, penetratingly and to the minutest detail as if He were 
close to us, nay, within us, by His Humanity. We say, “as if,” because 
we know, of course, that outside of Holy Communion He is not within 
us with Body and Soul, and that even in Holy Communion He does 
not remain with Body and Soul after the Sacred Species have been 
changed by the process of digestion. But He continues to be with us 
by the knowledge we have just mentioned. This knowledge, after each 
Communion, is accompanied by an increased love on His part, and that 
seeing glance of His, resting always on each one of us, is ever shining 
with an increased brilliance of love. 


Jesus is Present by His Love 


By His love Jesus is ever present with each one of us, more than 
a mother with her absent son, because He sees us even as Man. His 
Heart, no less than His mind, is truly near us and with every soul in 
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grace, every day and at every moment. And just as clearly and dis- 
tinctly as He sees us He also hears us, even though we may not express 
our thoughts vocally. This, again, is a privilege granted to His Human 
Nature. 

For Jesus, then, it is as if no distance separated earth from heaven; 
as if He really were quite, quite close to us in His Human Nature, nay, 
as if He were within us. And for us, too, the distance disappears be- 
tween Him and us, for He can speak to us and make us hear His voice 
just as clearly and distinctly as if He whispered into our ear, as if He 
spoke within our very soul. What wonderful panoramas this opens 
out to us, and how it urges us to engage with Him often in friendly 
and confidential conversation! 


Jesus is Present by His Influence 


And yet there is still more, much more, than this. Jesus, as Man, 
is not only close to us in the manner described, but as long as we are 
in the state of grace He is also IN US, not indeed with His Body and 
Soul, but through the power of influence of His Sacred Humanity. He 
lives in us. He wishes to re-enact, to re-live, in our bodies and souls, 
as in a second human nature of His, although only a borrowed one, with 
our free consent and co-operation, His own earthly life of virtue and 
perfection, so that we become like Him, and, in a certain manner, other 
Christs. This He does by His power as Man and as God, through the 
operation of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is His own Spirit — the 
Spirit of His holiness, as we say in the beautiful prayer “O Jesus, living 
in Mary.” : 

The Holy Spirit was the interior Guide, the motivator and sanctifier 
of Christ’s Human Nature, and it is for this reason precisely that He 
is the Spirit of Christ. And Jesus, in His infinite love, wishes to com- 
municate Him also to us. As Man, He asks the Father to realize this 
desire of His Heart, basing His petition on the merits of His Passion 
and Death; and as God, He, jointly with the Father, sends forth this 
Divine Spirit into our soul, where the Three Divine Persons have estab- 
lished their abode of love. Every supernatural act of-ours is born of 
the Holy Spirit, and it is chiefly this we mean when we say that Christ 
lives in us. He lives in us through His power and influence and through 
His Spirit, the Holy Ghost. 

The whole doctrine of the life of Jesus in us is contained, as in a 
nutshell, in this prayer: O Jesus, living in Mary! Come and live in 
Thy servants, in the Spirit of Thy holiness, in the fulness of Thy power, 
in the reality of Thy virtues, in the perfection of Thy ways, in the 
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communion of Thy mysteries; subdue every hostile power, in Thy 
Spirit, to the glory of the Father. Amen, 

Jesus lived in Mary with His real Body and Soul only during the 
nine months following the day of the Annunciation, and later perhaps — 
as some think — from Communion to Communion, through a miracu- 
lous preservation of the Sacred Species. But He lived in her always 
with the greatest fulness ever realized in any soul “in the Spirit of His 
holiness, in the fulness of His power, in the truth of His virtues, in the 
perfection of His ways and in the communication of the mysteries of 
His life” (to which she was so closely united). In her, incomparably 
more than in any other soul, did Jesus “subdue every hostile power, by 
His Spirit (the Holy Ghost) to the glory of the Father.” 

Jesus wishes to live in each one of us as He lived in His Mother, 
although, of course, this can never be realized in the same measure as 
in Mary, not even in all of us together. But the more we yield our- 
selves to His influence and to the operations of His Spirit, the more 
perfectly will His Divine life take possession of us and the more loving 
and intimate will be our union wth Him. 

This living with the Blessed Trinity, with Jesus, within us, in in- 
timate friendship, is the essence of the interior life. In this consists 
likewise the life of prayer and that striving after perfection to which 
we are all bound. Prayer-life, interior life, and striving after perfec- 
tion — these three things are inseparable, and if one dies, the others 


die also. 
But this loving communion with Jesus in our heart should in no 


way induce us to neglect or to appreciate less our daily visits to the 
Blessed Sacrament, or our heart-talks with Jesus after Holy Communion. 
On the contrary, if we truly desire to be with Jesus, we must feel 
always attracted to where He is, not only by His power, but also in 
reality. The importance of these Eucharistic heart-talks cannot be 
exaggerated; but they must lead us more and more inwardly to Jesus 
living in us by His Holy Spirit and His power. Otherwise they easily 
become as “extra numbers” on our daily program, instead of being a 
vital part of our interior life. 

Let us, then, frequently turn our thoughts to Jesus living within 
our soul, even if just to close our eyes for a brief moment and lovingly 
breathe His Holy Name. But let us also have long visits with Him in 
the trysting place of our soul, for He loves such visits more than we 
can ever imagine. And if we thus meet with Him often during this 
life, and hold loving conversation with Him, we may certainly hope to 
meet Him some day also, through His grace, in the last and everlasting 
trysting place — heaven! 
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Little Louvers’ Leaque 


BOUT three hundred years ago, our dear 

Lord appeared to St. Margaret Mary as 
she was praying before the Blessed Sacrament. 
Rays of light streamed from the Wounds of His 
hands and feet, and especially from His Side, 
where the saint saw His Sacred Heart, sur- 
rounded by flames. Jesus said to her, “These 
are flames of love. My Heart is on fire with 
love for souls, and I have chosen you to make known to the world 
the love I feel towards souls and the grief it is to Me that I am not 
loved in return.” Jesus then told St. Margaret Mary what He wanted 
people to do to console His Sacred Heart and to prove their love for 
Him. He asked that Catholics go te Holy Communion on the First 
Friday of the month to make up for those who do not love Him and 
who offend Him by sin, and thus help to satisfy the burning love of 
His Heart. He also promised that to those who would make the Nine 
First Fridays, He would give the grace of a happy death. 

Besides asking for acts of love and reparation, Jesus promised 
special graces to those who would honor His Sacred Heart. One of 
these promises is that He will bless every place where a picture of 
His Sacred Heart is put up and honored. Another beautiful promise 
is that He will write the names of those who spread devotion to His 
Sacred Heart in His own Heart, and will never permit them to be 
blotted out. Those who practice devotion to the Sacred Heart and 
try to get others to do so are very pleasing to Jesus. They are really 
apostles, because they help spread the reign of His Sacred Heart. 
Children, too, may become apostles of the Sacred Heart. It often 
happens that children can win souls for the Sacred Heart where others 
have failed. After reading the story about Jimmy this month, we hope 
all our little friends will try to find ways to get others to love the 
Sacred Heart. 





Practice: Receive Jesus fervently and devoutly in Holy Com- 
munion on the First Friday of June and on the feast of the Sacred 
Heart, June 8th, in order to make reparation to His Sacred Heart. 


Aspiration: Heart of Jesus, I trust in Thee! 
800 days indulgence. 
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Jimmy’s Altar 


“I just wonder what Jimmy is doing! Or could something have 
happened to him!’’ Mrs. Corcoran exclaimed as she laid aside her 
needlework. She had been busy with it for over half an hour and 
during all that time not a sound had been heard in the house, which 
certainly was strange, for eight-year-old Jimmy was a lively lad, and 
when he wasn’t making a noise it could only mean that he was sick or 
had gotten into mischief. His mother rose quickly and went to search 
for him, She found him in his playroom, standing on a chair placed 
near the mantlepiece. 

“Why, Jimmy,”’ she asked, “what are you doing? I was really 
afraid something had happened to you because you were so very quiet. 
But what is this?’’ she added, as she noticed he was arranging some- 
thing in the center of the mantlepiece. 

“An altar,” answered Jimmy solemnly — so solemnly that Mrs. 
Corcoran had to hide a smile. 

The “altar’’ was made of three empty cigar boxes. Two had been 
placed side by side and the third one rested on top of them. They 
were covered with bright red paper. Carefully placed so as to rest 
against the upper box was a little lace-edged picture of the Sacred 
Heart. Beside it were two little vases with fresh flowers. Jimmy 
looked up proudly at his mother. He was very much in earnest about 
his work and hoped she would like it. He waited to see what she 
would say. At first Mrs. Corcoran did not say anything at all — she 
only clasped Jimmy in her arms and kissed him. Then she took down 
the picture and looked at it. It was an image of Jesus showing a deep 
Wound in His Sacred Heart. At the top of the picture were written 
the words: “Sacred Heart of Jesus, I trust in Thee,” and at the bottom 
were some words which she asked Jimmy to read for her. 

Very clearly the little boy read Our Lord’s promise: Those who 
spread this devotion shall have their names written in My Heart never to 
be effaced. — ‘“‘That means never to be rubbed out,’’ added Jimmy, for 
fear his mother might not understand. 

Mrs. Corcoran looked at the picture thoughtfully, then put it back 
against the cigar box, as she said half to herself, ‘“‘It must be left just 
like this for him to see.”’ She was thinking of Jimmy’s father, who 
many years ago had lost his faith. 

“Don’t you like my little altar, Mommy?” asked Jimmy. — “Yes, 
darling, indeed, I do,’’ she answered, kissing him again. ‘What made 
you think of fixing such a pretty altar?” 

“Well, you see, Mommy,” Jimmy answered, “I was thinking of 
Daddy, because he never goes to church or prays with us. Sister 
Catherine told us in catechism class that we should try our best to 
spread devotion to the Sacred Heart and then our names would be 
written in the Sacred Heart forever. So I thought maybe if I fixed an 
altar, Daddy would pray with us, and then maybe his name and yours 
and mine would be written forever and ever in the Sacred Heart and 
would never be rubbed out.” 

“That would surely be grand,’’ Jimmy’s mother answered, ‘‘the 
grandest thing that could ever happen.”’ 
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* “And you know, Mommy,” Jimmy continued, “as I just finished the 
nine Fridays, I’m sure the Sacred Heart will answer our prayers for 
Daddy.”’ 

As soon as his father arrived home that evening, Jimmy eagerly 
led him off to see the wonderful altar. He pointed out to him the names 
“Daddy, Mother, Jimmy’ written in his own unsteady handwriting 
across the Sacred Heart, and the promise printed below the picture. 
But to his great disappointment Daddy didn’t seem very much interested 
in the altar. He noticed though that Daddy looked sad and thoughtful. 
After what seemed to Jimmy a very long time, his father turned to him 
and asked: “Jimmy, how can a person spread devotion to the Sacred 
Heart? Do you think there might be some way you and I could help?” 

“Oh, yes,’’ said Jimmy, ‘“‘you and I only have to try, Daddy. The 
Sacred Heart will do the biggest part Himself.” 

It was only a child’s answer, full of faith and the wisdom of child- 
hood, but it went straight to the father’s heart. Yes, truly, the Sacred 
Heart had already done the biggest part. The very next day a beautiful 
picture of the Sacred Heart hung above Jimmy’s mantlepiece, and a 
little red vigil light burned before it. Mr. Corcoran himself had gone 
out’ that very evening and bought the picture and vigil light. Every- 
one who saw it thought the had done it because he loved Jimmy so much 
and wanted to make him happy. But Jimmy and his mother knew that 
something greater than that had caused him to do it — the desire to 
have his name written in the Heart of Jesus. Jimmy’s prayers had been 
answered, and when the next First Friday came, his happiness was com- 
plete as he knelt between his mother and daddy at the Communion rail. 

Long years afterward when Jimmy had grown to be a man and his 
father was getting old, his father showed him a little lace-edged picture 
of the Sacred Heart with the three words, ‘‘Daddy, Mother, Jimmy” 
written in an unsteady hand across the Wounded Heart. ‘‘James,” said 
his father, “do you know it was this little picture that converted me? 
I have kept it ever since the day you made your little altar.’’ 

Jimmy took the old and worn picture gently. He could not speak. 
The joy that filled his heart was too great. He knew that the names 
of those he loved and his own name had surely been written in the 
Sacred Heart — written there as truly as his own hand had written 
them upon the little lace-edged picture, for they had all done their best 
to love the Sacred Heart and to spread devotion to Him. 


Now, perhaps, you will ask how you too can spread devotion to 
the Sacred Heart. Do you know some boy or girl who does not receive 
Our Lord on the First Friday? Why not invite this boy or girl to 
come with you when you go to confession and Communion? 

Another way to honor the Sacred Heart is to wear the Sacred 
Heart badge and often to recite the prayer on it: “Thy Kingdom come!” 

Here is another suggestion, which will be something interesting to 
do on rainy days. Get a scrap book and paste in it all the pictures of 
the Sacred Heart you can find. Your mother may let you cut some from 
magazines. Then try to imagine a story that fits the different pictures. 
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Results of our April Contest 


A real “mountain” of letters piled up in response to the contest in the April 
issue to find how many words could be made from: Blessed Sacrament. 
Letters were received from 22 different states and one each from Newfoundland 
and Saskatchewan, Canada. Such enthusiasm was shown that we know you 
all enjoyed the contest more than ever before. We want to thank each one 
who sent in an answer. Many splendid lists of words were received from the 
90 who took part, so it proved a difficult task to judge the winners, but finallly 
we decided the awards as follows: 

Group I — 10 years old or younger. 

PRIZE: Mary Star, age 10, 6th grade, St. Matthias School, West 
Bend, Wis., with a total of 1270 words. Mary is a little orphan girl. Her list 
showed that she worked very hard and perseveringly. She had by far the most 
words of any who took part, and a very neat paper. Congratulations, Mary! 
HONORABLE MENTION: (1) Rita Hesprich, age 10, St. 

John’s School, Rubicon, Wis., with a total of 1172 words. ‘ 
(2) Agnes Green, age 9, Eureka, Montana, with a total of 1048 words. 


Group II — 11 years old or older. 
PRIZE: Kathleen A. Staudt, age 13, 8th grade, Visitation 
School, Stacyville, Iowa, with a total of 1197 words, including names. Kathleen 
also deserves special credit for the neatness and orderly arrangement of her list. 
HONORABLE MENTION: (1) Rose M. Cretzmeyer, age 12, 
7th grade, Immaculate Conception School, Lexington, Mo., with a total of 
1100 words, including many names. 
(2) Dorothy Stienocher, 8th grade, St. Mary's School, West, Texas, 
with 1032 words, including names. 


Some of those who sent in replies to the contest thought they were only 
to find names, so we are awarding another prize in this group. 
PRIZE: Donald Klink, St. John’s School, Rubicon, Wis., with 
102 names. 
HONORABLE MENTION: (1) Loretta Spahn, age 13, St. 
Boniface School, Evansville, Ind., with 60 names. 
(2) Norma Moriconi, age 15, Knights Landing, Calif., with 53 names. 
The following schools deserve special mention for their excellent entries: — 
St. John’s School, Rubicon, Wis. — St. Mary’s School, West, Texas 
— St. Anne’s School, East Moline, Il. — Immaculate Conception 
School, Lexington, Mo. — St. Joseph’s School, Rowena, Texas, 


Alice Egan, age 9, Most Blessed Sacrament School, Philadelphia, Pa., 
deserves special praise for a neat, artistic paper, with 686 words. 
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OR the month of June we recommend our two groups of 

devotional booklets, containing instructive reflections and 
} prayers in honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. 4 


Sacrep Dyzarr Lmrary 
7 Booklets — 55¢ Postpaid 
All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus Six Discourses on the Enthronement 
True Veneration of the Sacred Heart Come, Let Us Adore 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 


(All 10¢ except last one.) 





B3uessep Sacrament LLimrary 
13 Booklets — $1.00 Postpaid 


The Holy Eucharist, Our All Eucharistic Miracles 
Communicate Frequently and Devoutly God with Us 

Eucharistic Heart-talks with Jesus The Bread of Life 

Sweet Sacrament, We Thee Adore My Daily Visit 

God Himself, Our Sacrifice Jesus, Joy of My Heart, 5¢ 
The Divine Drama Jesus Loves Me, 5¢ 


Jesus Pleads for My Love, 5¢ 
(All 10¢ except last three.) 





Other Seasonal Booklets 
St. Anthot.y, the Wonderworker 10¢ 
Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord — Part II .................. 15¢ 
Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for all the Feasts of the Blessed Virgin 15¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration Clyde, Missouri 








TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE: 


Your sons, husbands and brothers who are stand- 


ing 
for 
ing 


We, 
ity 
you 
War 


today upon the battlefronts are fighting 
more than victory in war. They are fight- 
for a new world of freedom and peace. 


upon whom has been placed the responsibil- 
of leading the American forces, appeal to 
with all possible earnestness to invest in 
Bonds to the fullest extent of your capacity. 


Give us not only the needed implements of war, 


but 


the assurance and backing of a united 


people so necessary to hasten the victory and 
speed the return of your fighting men. 
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